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Debating and politics are two subjects which have fascinated me for a long time. I hugely 
enjoy being a member of the debating society here at school and having the opportunity to 
represent the school with other keen debaters at several debating events during the year, 
most recently the EU Mock Council at Stormont.  
  
I was therefore very excited when I heard about the Rotary Youth Leadership Competition, 
and immediately decided to apply. This competition is a process which allows young people 
to research and gain understanding about the current policies of and the problems facing 
the European Union while also putting them through a gruelling selection process consisting 
of a series of challenging interviews in order to choose the twenty-four that will represent 
Ireland at the European Parliament in Strasbourg in early 2017 for the Euroscola event. The 
winners have much to look forward to. Over the course of one week they get the 
opportunity to visit Stormont, the European Commission offices in Dublin and Belfast, and 
finally the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France. Over the course of one day, the 
young representatives from across the European Union take part in several debates on 
current political issues that they have, hopefully, researched in advance and these are 
conducted in English, French and frequently German. One of the main focuses of the day is 
that representatives make an active effort during debates to communicate in a language 
other than their own through working with people from every corner of Europe. 
  
The first stage that I as a candidate had to go through was what I knew would be a tough 
selection interview at Comber Rotary Club, and it definitely was. The questions were initially 
about my interests, then times when I had shown effective leadership, and finally what I 
viewed as the greatest issue facing the EU and how I thought this problem should be 
overcome. Before I knew it the interview was over and all I could do was to wait for the 
results. Later that evening the phone rang. It was Comber Rotary Club. I had won their first 
round interview and was through to the zone final in Bangor. I wouldn't have much time to 
prepare for it though, as it was only two days away! I immediately began searching the 
internet for every detail that could help me to answer the questions that would be thrown 
at each remaining candidate, and also began to prepare my responses to the questions and 
form my opinions on the information I had found on topics ranging from EU Environmental 
Policy to, perhaps unsurprisingly, Brexit. 
  
 On the day of the second round I went home early to do some final preparation before 
setting out for Bangor Golf Club, where the zone final would take place. The interview 
followed the same pattern as the first, but with more difficult questions. After the interview 
the other six candidates and I all waited anxiously for the results. The stakes were high, as 
only three of us would go to Strasbourg. After a pleasant albeit nervous dinner the names of 
the regional winners were read out and among them was mine - I was through! After 
congratulating the other two regional winners, Bradley and Hannah, I headed for home, my 
mind buzzing with excitement and anticipation for what was to come. 
 



The next few months were very busy for me, as I began to prepare for the trip itself by 
researching the topics that we would be debating, ranging from Security and Human Rights 
to the Future of Europe, and also by getting in touch with the others in the group over 
Christmas in order to break the ice, discuss our topics and decide on how we were going to 
approach the task before us.   
 
January flew quickly by and before long the week of the trip had arrived and I was travelling 
up to Belfast to finally meet up with the other Irish representatives. As soon as we were all 
together any nerves I or anyone else may have had were put to rest, as everyone was 
incredibly relaxed and excited to be there, and by the end of the evening we all felt like one 
big family. On Monday morning we went to the offices of the European Commission in 
Belfast, where we were given a talk about the work the EU has done to aid and develop the 
Peace Process, before heading to Stormont to visit the Assembly and Senate Chambers and 
learn about how Power Sharing has modernised politics in Northern Ireland. We then got 
back on the bus in order to drive to Dublin, where we went to visit the Mayor of Dublin’s 
residence – the meeting place of the first ever Dáil Éireann – as well as the European 
Commission’s Dublin office, where we had the honour of meeting Gerry Kierans, the Head 
of Rotary Ireland and Margrethe Vestager, the EU Commissioner for Competition. Both of 
these people gave deeply inspiring talks about the importance of making a positive 
difference in the world, and we all learnt a great deal from them. 
 
For the next stage of the trip we needed to make our way to Strasbourg in order to take part 
in the Euroscola 2017 event itself. To do this, we flew to Frankfurt for an overnight stop 
before taking a coach across western Germany and into France. Strasbourg is a beautiful 
mediaeval city that represents a fascinating collection of French and Germanic styles that 
stems from its rich, varied history, and luckily we as a group were given a guided tour of it, 
as well as time off to explore it for ourselves. Every evening for several hours during the trip 
and this one especially we had divided into our groups at our hotel and had discussed our 
ideas for Euroscola in increasing detail as well as bonding together as a group. 
 
 Finally, after weeks of anticipation, the day of the Euroscola event arrived. After an early 
start we made our way by coach to the European Parliament building itself. As we got off 
everyone stood and gazed at it emerging from the mist as we realised the significance of 
what we were about to do. Once we were inside we were given some free time, and used 
this opportunity to socialise with the representatives from the other EU states and practice 
our language skills. This was over all too soon, and everyone was then led to the 
“Hemisphere” – the hall where all the MEPs of the real European Parliament met. The 
morning session consisted of a Q and A session with a French Socialist MEP, who answered 
questions from almost thirty nationalities on many diverse aspects of the EU in the 21st 
Century and gave us a real insight into the life and work of those actively involved in the 
working of the European Union. During the following lunch break everyone was given 
another opportunity to split up and socialise with other nationalities present, and for me 
this included eating my lunch at the German table and having the chance to speak entirely 
in German with them for over an hour, which was absolutely wonderful. For the first part of 
the afternoon session we were divided up into our relevant topics, and so the three other 
Irish representatives and myself assigned to Security and Human Rights went off into a 
separate chamber to argue our case with the other representative assigned to this topic 



from across the EU, and this was an excellent opportunity to work cross-culturally on 
current issues facing the EU. Once each of the six topics had composed a resolution and 
elected a representative (who were all Irish!) we went back into the “Hemisphere” to listen 
to each group present their topic before opening it to the floor. All six of these interesting 
debates went extremely well for Ireland, as all our resolutions were approved and we were 
able to dominate the proceedings.  
 
 Euroscola 2017 came to an uplifting close as we all stood for the European Anthem and 
wished everyone the best. In order to celebrate our success our leaders took us out for 
dinner that night and after eating we reflected on our personal highlights of the trip before 
coming back to the hotel to catch up on some much-needed sleep. The flight back to Dublin 
the next day went far too quickly in our opinion, and after arriving at Dublin Airport we said 
our emotional thank yous and goodbyes before parting for home. It was a lovely ending to 
what had easily been the best week of my life. 
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


