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February has seen the launch of the most ambitious project yet for Regent House. 
Through our parent teacher association, Friends of Regent House (FRH), the school aim to 
secure sufficient funds for a new school minibus. This ambitious project is not without its 
challenges but it is hugely important as the maintenance of current fleet of busses are 
haemorrhaging school funds which could be better utilised. The busses are not only used for 
sports but also used for field trips and by the Prep Department. 
 
Over the past year the funds raised by FRH has provided many resources for the school 
including 8 defibrillators, new flooring in the library, dance costumes for the dance team and 
funds for the music department.  
 
FRH is now a registered charity and whilst fundraising is an important part of its work, it also 
aims to create a community within the school where parents and teachers work together to 
improve resources for their children in a sociable and fun way. The fundraising element 
comes in many different forms from dinner dances to providing hotdogs on wet and windy 
Saturday mornings. FRH work hard but have a great time doing it. It is also very grateful for 
the support received from parents, be it their time helping to support events, the provision of 
tray bakes for fundraising teas to financial support and donations towards ballot prizes. 
 
The minibus will cost around £25,000 which will involve a huge amount of fundraising. 
However we are well on our way as in only a few months we have achieved 12.4% of our 
target which amounts to £3,161 through the following events:- 
. 
School Dinner Dance £550 
Non Uniform Day £1164 
Hot dogs £230 
Fundraising by the Drama Dept £422 
First Big Breakfast £560 
Second Big Breakfast £230 
 
FRH main fundraising event this year is our school ballot. By now all parents should have 
received a book of ballot tickets. There are some amazing prizes such as a £500 voucher to 
spend in Ards Shopping Centre; an iPhone 6; vouchers for Slieve Donnard Day Spa, ZAKs 
Hairdressing, Balloo House and M&S as well as 4 Balls at Ardglass and Clandeboye Golf 
Clubs.  
 
We are very grateful to the parents and pupils who have returned these already and are 
actively selling more ballots. If this has whet your appetite and the envelopes have not 
appeared from the depths of your child’s schoolbag, please go looking!! You have a full 
week of half term to sell them as the draw takes place on the ? March. Don’t worry if you run 
out of tickets as the school can provide more. 
 
There will be a visual target in the school foyer to keep pupils and parents up-to-date on our 
progress towards the £25,000 target. 
 
We are always looking for new ways to generate funding and now that we are a Registered 
Charity we are hopeful of more support from local businesses. 



 
If any parent thinks they might have a sponsorship contacts or ideas please let the school 
know and your details will be passed to the FRH. Remember every contribution is significant 
no matter how small you may think it is. Please contact the school, every little helps!  
 
FRH now have a Facebook page to keep parents up-to-date on current and forthcoming 
events/initiatives and fundraising progress. We would encourage you to like Friends of 
Regent House on Facebook to help us improve our communication with you.  


