
Year 10 READING IDEAS 

 

Warhorse  Michael Morpurgo 

 

Year ten students read Private Peaceful in English class. War Horse is another classic Morpurgo.  Set 
before and during World War One, it is a truly convincing tale of loyalty, love and friendship, as well 
as the horror of conflict for and and beasts. 

 

The Knife of Never Letting Go Patrick Ness 

 

Winner of the 2008 Booktrust Teenage Prize, the story begins in a small town where women have 
been banished and only men remain. Due to a virus, everyone can hear each other’s thoughts, which 
they call 'Noise'. Imagine the consequences of that! This contains strong violence, but it is a really 
thought provoking exploration of significant themes like information overload,  friendship, 
exploitation of vulnerable groups in society, power . . . I love it. 

“Patrick Ness's The Knife of Never Letting Go is a deftly told tale of a boy's flight,” says Frank Cottrell 
Boyce, The Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How I Live Now  Meg Roscoff 

 

Fifteen-year-old New Yorker Daisy is sent to England to spend a summer with her unconventional 
cousins in a rambling English country house. However, the shadow of war hangs over this idyllic 
existence, eventually breaking in with great force and throwing everything into chaos. 

Winner of the 2004 Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, this is a powerful exploration of the universal 
themes of love and war. (Recommended by Book Trust) 

 

Artemis Fowl Eoin Colfer 

The novels of Eoin Colfer, an Irish writer, are enjoyed by pupils throughout Junior School. 

 

Super-bright, under-nurtured boy takes on the might of the fairy kingdom - this may not sound 
promising, but Artemis Fowl is pitted against an extremely high tech fairy kingdom!  Challenge, 
courage, success and failure – it’s all here. 

Small Steps Louis Sachar 

 

 

Small Steps is the sequel to Holes, and Armpit is now living in Texas but nothing seems to go right 
with him. 

 



The Outsiders  S.E. Hinton 

 

The Outsiders is about two weeks in the life of a 14-year-old boy. The novel tells the story of 
Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a society in which he believes that he is an 
outsider. 

Ponyboy and his two brothers — Darrel (Darry), who is 20, and Sodapop, who is 16 — have recently 
lost their parents in an automobile accident. Pony and Soda are allowed to stay under Darry's 
guardianship as long as they all behave themselves. The boys are greasers, a class term that refers to 
the young men on the East Side, the poor side of town. The greasers' rivals are the Socs, short for 
Socials, who are the "West-side rich kids." 

This is a classic story of teenage gangs, growing up and peer pressure which has stood the test of 
time. Fantastic read. Some violence. 

 

The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins 

 

This is yet another series which explores a world where young people are used in a violent conflict 
to the death. However, the plot is surprisingly gripping and even convincing, particularly in the first 
novel. Friendship, treachery, courage, drama, violence, suspense . . . 

 

 

 

 

 



Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman 

 

I wriggled my toes, enjoying the feel of the warm sand trickling like fine baby powder between them. Digging 
my feet even deeper into the dry, yellow-white sand, I tilted back my head. It was such a beautiful August after- 
noon. Nothing bad could ever happen on a day like today. And what made it even better was the fact that I 
could share it - something rare and special in itself, as I knew only too well. I turned to the boy next to me, my 
face about to split wide open from the smile on it. 

Blackman reverses traditional racial and colonial stereotypes in this novel in order to challenge racial 
tensions. It is utterly compelling.  

 (Parents and guardians, please note: The sequels contain more adult material, so you may 
wish to read these to verify that you are happy for your children to read them.) 

The Illustrated Mum  Jacqueline Wilson 

 

Jacqueline Wilson explores family relationships and difficult social issues in an accessible 
style. A light read, but involving heavy issues. 

 

Animal Farm  George Orwell 

 

This is a deceptively simple fable about the abuse of power - a fantastic read for anyone interested 
in questioning how leaders emerge 



REMEMBER THE CLASSICS! 

The new GCSE syllabus includes a question on Nineteenth Century prose “unseen”. Therefore, it is 
advisable that students try to familiarise themselves with literature from this period. 

 

A Christmas Carol  Charles Dickens 

 

This is not just a seasonal read! A short fable about human compassion, it is always worth following 
the exploits of Scrooge, Tiny Tim and Dickens’ other colourful characters. 

 

A Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens 

  

You can read it in graphic novel form or in Dickens’ original, but it has an amazing plot in any format. 
The great cities of Paris and London are moving in different directions in the years coming up to the 
French Revolution, but Dickens portrays how family love, human kindness, compassion and loyalty 
are eternal, even in the midst of terrible conflict.  

 

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen 

 

More adventurous readers will love Austen’s tale of love, marriage, social intrigue and, of course, 
those eternal human characteristics, pride and prejudice! 



Tom Sawyer Mark Twain 

 

Mark Twain’s penname may have been adopted from his habit of ordering two drinks at a time or from the 
watermark of the great steamers of the Mississippi  - either way, this novel is set there too.  

Everyone loves a likeable rogue and Tom’s adventures are worth following. The first chapter is a perfect 
example of reverse psychology in action. Allow yourself to be entertained.  

If you enjoy this, you will also love The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

 

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte 

 

“A mousy governess who softens the heart of her employer soon discovers that he's hiding a terrible secret.”  
Jane Eyre may seem “mousy” but she is a heroine whose strength is evident from the beginning of the novel 
when she defies her bullying aunt. Bronte’s novel is romantic, grim and totally wonderful for the student who 
wishes to challenge the breadth of his or her reading. 

 

Little Women  Louisa May Alcott 

 

This 19th century classic is just as loved two centuries later. The novel follows four sisters as they grow from 
childhood into women, addressing themes of family, sibling rivalry, work, and love. As each woman finds her 
individual identity, she learns her own priorities in life and what she needs to be happy. Arguably, girls may 
enjoy this more than boys? 



 

 


