
YEAR NINE READING IDEAS 

Holes  Louis Sachar 

 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse that began with his great-great-grandfather. Now Stanley 
has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention centre, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build 
character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet 
deep. It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize that the boys are digging holes because the 
warden is looking for something. What could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries 
to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—
and redemption. 

A fantastic read. Truly gripping. Sensitive, plot driven, strong characters. 

 

Madame Doubtfire  Anne Fine 

 

Many people will recognise this title from the film, Mrs Doubtfire.  

Lydia, Christopher and Natalie are used to domestic turmoil as their parents' divorce has not 
made family life any easier in either home. The children bounce to and from their volatile 
mother, Miranda, and their out-of-work actor father, Daniel. Then Miranda advertises for a 
cleaning lady who will look mind the children after work - and Daniel gets the job, disguised 
as Madame Doubtfire. 

Poignant, funny and thought provoking. 

 

 

 



Homecoming Cynthia Voigt 

 

 

All of Cynthia Voigt's Tillerman family novels deal with people who don't fit into 
mainstream society. 

“Homecoming” is about thirteen-year-old Dicey Tillerman, her younger brothers James and 
Sammy, and her younger sister Maybeth who live with their mother in an old, run-down 
shack by the ocean. Their father's been gone for years, and money's always been tight.  
When their overwhelmed mother loses her job, the children find themselves abandoned in 
a car park.  

However before their mother leaves them, she ensures that they pack up grocery sacks of 
food and clothes. On each sack, she tells Dicey to write the address of a great-aunt: Mrs. 
Cilla Logan, so Dicey decides that she and her siblings are going to walk there.  

The journey will not be an easy one. The route is several dozen miles long and they have 
only $12.00 with which to buy food. The little children can't walk very far in a day. However, 
the family has always been a close one, and they're willing to give it a try together - so 
begins their journey of searching for a place to call home. 

This is novel about loyalty, resilience and determination. 

 

Wonder 

 

Wonder is told from the perspective of August, a frank, open boy who has to face the challenge 
presented by his physical appearance as he starts school after years of home-schooling, due to a 



series of operations and illness. This novel challenges how we treat people who are different with 
humour, empathy and insight. It is an amazing read for all ages. 

 

Watership Down Richard Adams 

 

In spite of its rabbit characters, there is nothing fluffy about this tale of perilous adventure 
which won both the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and the Carnegie Medal.  It is an 
exciting, moving and powerful novel. (Book Trust recommendation). 

A classic read. 

 

Journey to the River Sea  Eva Ibbotson 

Eva Ibbotson’s novels are engaging reads for students in Years Eight to Ten. 

 

In Journey to the River Sea , Maia is an adopted orphan, bright, passionate, adventurous and 
resourceful.  Maia used to live and study in a boarding school in England; all fees were 
subsidized by her parents' trust fund. She journeys to the Amazon to live with her relatives, 
the Carters, who exploit her, only keeping her under their roof for the sake of her parents' 
money. She grows close to her governess, Miss Minton. She also forms remarkably close 
bonds with both Clovis King and Finn Taverner, who are, if in different ways, in lonely and 
vulnerable situations similar to her own. Maia is excited and mystified by the unexplored 
Amazon and deeply cares about it once it becomes her own home. 

 

 

 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/33348


The Secret of Platform 13   Eva Ibbotson 

Go on an adventure to a mythical island filled with all sorts of magical creatures and 
charming characters.  This novel reconnects us with the power of imagination. 

The Divergent trilogy 

 

Pupils throughout junior school and beyond have loved this series.  

The Divergent trilogy is a series of young adult science fiction adventure novels by American novelist 
Veronica Roth set in a post-apocalyptic dystopian Chicago. Divergent, in particular, is surprisingly 
absorbing, as tensions emerge between groups who are categorised by their most predominant 
personal characteristic, such as dauntlessness or amity.  A related book, Four, presents a series of 
short stories told from the perspective of one of the trilogy's characters. 

 

The Cherub series by Robert Muchamore 

 

Highly recommended by many, including Jeremy Mottram, this is a series of young adult spy 
novels, written by the English author Robert Muchamore, focusing around a division of the 
British Security Service called CHERUB, which employs children, predominantly orphans, 
under the age of 17, as intelligence agents. Initially, the series follows James Choke, better 
known as James Adams (his adopted name at CHERUB), as he enters CHERUB and performs 
various missions. However, the focus later expands to other characters, such as James' sister 
Lauren and several other characters who work alongside him and in separate missions. The 
initial series of twelve novels runs from the recruitment of Adams to his retirement from 
CHERUB at age seventeen. 

 



Mortal Engines (The Hungry Cities Chronicles) Philip Reeve 

 

"It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of London was chasing a small 
mining town across the dried-out bed of the old North Sea." 

Cannibal towns?  Bizarre? Yes, but what a read! 

 

The Fellowship of The Ring by J R R Tolkien  

 

The first part of J R R Tolkien's epic masterpiece The Lord of the Rings, this is the story of 
young hobbit Frodo Baggins, who finds himself faced with an immense and terrible duty. 

Sauron has gathered all the Rings of Power, intending to use them to rule Middle-earth. All 
he lacks is the One Ring!  

Heroic romance, epic journey and fantasy fiction. Set in a richly-detailed fantasy world 
inspired by myth and legend, Tolkien's spellbinding tale will captivate readers from across 
the school community. A true 20th century classic. 

Dustbin Baby  Jacqueline Wilson 



 

The search by a fostered child for her origins can be heart-breaking, but Wilson explores this 
topical issue in her usual accessible fashion. 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  J. K. Rowling 

 

The Harry Potter series is always a favourite, with its magical, absorbing plotlines. The 
characters go through the ordinary pains and joys of growing up, but they experience them 
in an extraordinary world where they are pitted against the forces of evil. 

 

The Secret Garden 

 

The secret garden at Misselthwaite Manor is the site of both the near-destruction and the 
subsequent regeneration of a family.  A complicated family comes to terms with its secrets 
through the redeeming power of a garden. Now this novel has become a secret gem. 

 



 

 


