
U18 Match Report: 
 
Just under 12 months ago, at Seaview Stadium, Regent House lifted the Northern Ireland U18 Plate 
for the first time in their history. The 4-0 defeat of Methodist College was the pinnacle of a season 
which also saw the team lift the inaugural Grammar Schools’ League title. 
On Friday 1st of March, the Regent 1st XI boys were back at a sun drenched Seaview, this time for 
the semi final of the 2019 competition. 
 
Entering the competition at the round of 32, Regent chalked up victories over Omagh Academy ( 5-0) 
and St Colman’s Ballynahinch ( 5-1). 
 
A trip to West Belfast in the quarter finals, saw the Ards outfit coming away with a 6-2 win over 
Mercy College. 
 
So confidence was justifiably high going into the semi final against Portadown College. 
Regent House Captain Reece Cully, who played in the final last year, was determined to led his team 
to another  big day out for the school. 
 
However, it was Portadown who made all the running for the first 30 minutes of the game, not 
allowing Regent time on the ball and disrupting their natural passing game. 
The Portadown defence was ably marshalled by their captain Lee Upton. The ‘man of the match’ 
recipient was literally head and shoulders above everyone else on the pitch and won almost all the 
aerial battles for the majority of the first half. 
However, on 33 minutes it was Regent who took the lead against the run of play. 
Hitting Portadown on the break, a diagonal ball from left sided midfielder Dylan Carlisle found 
forward Carson Kelly on the right wing. Kelly, who scored a hat trick in the quarter final, ran through 
the Portadown defence before squaring the ball across the box. It was met by Regent and Ards U18 
forward Jared Magee who cooly beat the keeper from just outside the 6 yard box. 
Portadown responded immediately, putting pressure back on the Regent defence and were 
rewarded on the stroke of half time. 
 
Good work down the right saw Portadown player Mark Farrell receive the ball just outside the box. 
Farrell took two touches and fired past Regent keeper Alistair McVeigh with a fine shot. 
Honours even at the break. 
The 2nd half was a much more open affair, both sides started positively and game developed into an 
exciting contest with both sides going for the win. 
Portadown were still the stronger side and looked the most likely to snatch a victory. 
However, they hadn’t reckoned on Regent Vice Captain Ryan Murray. 
 
Dundela F.C. winger Murray, who received the ball on the right, went on an energetic run, beating 
several players and ended the move by turning the Portadown defence inside out and skilfully 
slotting the ball home from 10 yards with 15 minutes to go. 
The watching Regent support, made up mostly of dedicated parents who never miss a game, were 
ecstatic. 
 
Portadown to their credit, did not give up and gamely played on searching for an equaliser. 
Referee Liam Kennedy played almost 5 minutes of stoppage time and Regent hearts were fluttering 
when  Upton headed the ball over the bar, directly in front of goal. 
Ultimately though, Regent held on and now take their place in the final, hoping to retain their title. 
Steven Cairnduff, head coach at both Regent and Ards U18 teams, was a happy man. 



“ I was absolutely delighted with the boys performance on the day” said Steven. “We were up 
against a talented Portadown College team, however the boys first class work effort and versatility 
shone through and enabled us to secure a well deserved place in the final for the second year 
running.” 
 
The Regent boys must now await the outcome of the other semi final between St Patrick’s 
Dungannon and Royal Belfast Academical Institution to find out their final opponents. 
Coincidently, the very next game for Regent is against R.B.A.I. in the quarter final of the Belfast & 
District Schools Cup. 
With the men in black in red currently sitting top of the Grammar Schools’ League, a potential 
historic treble is still a distinct possibility. However, team manager and teacher in charge Paul 
Fitzsimons will make sure the boys keep their feet on the ground and focus on the old football adage 
of one game at a time! 
 


